
1179

receipts apart from these fees for slaughtering were : for rent I
for standing room 8910 marks ; weighing fees, 2323 marks ; i
lairage, 24 413 marks ; stables, 17,587 marks ; and food served i

in the restaurant, &c., 26 519 marks ; or a total of 186,660 <

marks, including the pfennigs, which are not given in the 1
above figures. Then to this must be added, though not so i

directly connected with the abattoir business, the rents paid 
for various parts of the premises used for a saloon where meals
and refreshments are served to all who have business or
work at the abattoir, or for dwellings, drying lofts, places
for examining meat, hide-sheds, altogether yielding 15,018 1

marks. The sale of dung for manure brought in 2195 marks
and sundries 1640 marks. The interest on the reserve funds
was 13,668 marks ; sundry fees came to 806 marks; and odds
and ends, 777 marks. Loans on bonds and shares refunded
5043 marks, so that the grand total receipts were 250,101
marks. Then there were money transactions not directly
connected with the abattoir costing 16,169 marks and the
payment of taxes 12,092 marks ; salaries, cost of super-
vision, printed matter, stamps, &c., 57,693 marks. The
cost of hay, straw, coals, light, water, repairs, cleaning,
removal of confiscated carcasses. 64,368 marks; sundries,
5702 marks ; various purchases, 484 marks ; rent for adjacent 
ground, 3000 marks ; purchase of bonds for reserve fund,
79,866 marks ; cost of refunding, 4894 marks ; making a
total expenditure of 244,342 marks ; cash in hand, 5758
marks ; total balance, 250,101 marks. From all these figures
it will be easy to see at what cost the public abattoir is
managed and that it can be made a paying and going concern
even in the unfavourable circumstances existing at Stutt-
gart. The building erected by the Butchers’ Union is not, of
course, in keeping with modern exigencies, but it is, never-
theless, very preferable to the private slaughter-houses
which it supplanted. Now also that it is under municipal
management the best use is made of it and every possible
precaution is taken. Of course, the animals are carefully
inspected by fully qualified veterinary surgeons both before
and after slaughter. For this there is one chief veterinary
surgeon and six fully qualified assistants with special
knowledge of bacteriology. Only veterinary surgeons work
in Stuttgart, though in the outlying suburbs ordinary meat
inspectors were employed. Formerly a certain amount of
meat was smuggled in from the outside and was not taken
to the abattoir for inspection. One of the arguments in
favour of an ootroi was that it would stop this practice.
When in 1877 the octroi was established a special store had
to be built where all the meat from the outside was deposited
for examination and the levying of the town dues. To-day
there is not only very strict examination at the abattoir but
inspectors must go to all the retail shops at least once a
week and see that everything is thoroughly clean. Thus the

example given at Stuttgart is certainly encouraging and
worth taking into consideration. ,

LEEDS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Annual Meeting at the General Infirmary.
THE 140th annual meeting of the supporters of the

infirmary, which is the largest general hospital in York-
shire, was held on March 25th, under the chairmanship
of the treasurer, Mr. Charles Lupton. From the report
of the work accomplished during the 12 months ending
Dec. 31st, 1907, it appears that 7086 patients were

treated in the wards, that number including 341 patients
who remained in at the end of 1906. This number
was just 34 ahead of the previous year, and probably
represents the maximum number of cases that can be

adequately dealt with under the present conditions as to
accommodation. Of the new patients admitted 1348 were
medical, 4420 were surgical, and 977 were ophthalmic and
aural. The daily average number of beds occupied was
368, the average number of patients passed through each
occupied bed was 19 - 26. and the average duration of treat-
ment of each was 19 days. It will be noticed that
the last figure is low and this is due to the fact
that, especially from the surgical wards, large numbers
of patients who have been operated on and who require
skilled nursing are transferred to the two semi-convalescent
hospitals at Cookridge at an earlier date than they could be
taken to their own homes or removed to convalescent

hospitals which are not provided with accommodation for

patients who require so much supervision. The rate of
mortality was 6 66 per cent., but deducting the 140 patients
who died within 48 hours of admission the percentage works
out at 4’ 68. There were 729 cases of accident admitted; of
these 68 were burns and scalds, 53 being in children and 15-
in adults, and the mortality in these distressing cases was
63’23 per cent. The new out-patients amounted to 40,418.
The out-patient maternity department, which provides
abundant facilities for the work of the students, has been
carried on in the same way as in former years, and during
the year there were 502 confinements. For a good many
years an inquiry officer has been employed by the infirmary
who devotes all his time to making investigations as to the
financial position of applicants for relief and treatment
at the institution. In the waiting hall in the case

of 14,447 patients inquiries were made ; of these 124
admitted their ability to pay and were not attended to.
A percentage of those apparently suitable for infirmary
treatment was made the subject of further inquiry at the
addresses given. Of 967 thus investigated 876 were deemed
suitable cases and 91 were unsuitable as they were found
quite able to pay for the treatment required. It is a fact
which is sometimes overlooked even by those who might be
supposed to know better that the number of women and
children treated in the infirmary is greater than at any other
special or general infirmary in Yorkshire. In the out-patient
department there were 11,332 children under 13 years of age
and in the in-patient department 1412 under the same age,
while the total number of women treated (exclusive of those-
in the maternity department) was 14,858. Turning to the
finances the total receipts for the year 1907 were f:29,361, as
against &pound;30,814 for the previous year. Benefactions showed
a diminution of f:2016. The total expenditure on the three in-
stitutions-that is to say, on the General Infirmary and on the
Ida and Robert Arthington Hospitals-amounted to &pound;36.215,
so the expenditure has exceeded the income by R6854.
To this must be added the amount of an adverse balance at
the beginning of the year, so that the debit balance now-
amounts to the large sum of &pound;14,946. This disproportion
between income and expenditure has been partly met by the
allocation of &pound;11,843 from the investments held by the
trustees of the Leeds House of Recovery to the use of the
Leeds Infirmary. The money is retained by the Charity
Commissioners and the income only paid to the infirmary, but
it will meet the loss of income occasioned by the loss on the
year’s working. The chairman made an urgent appeal for-
more support, pointing out that the expenses must of neces-
sity increase. The addition of ten nurses to the staff has
involved an additional annual expenditure of .6600, and the
sum of f:688 has been expended in the alteration of houses.
in the possession of the infirmary to provide accommodation
for these extra members of the staff. It is certain that in
the immediate future additional accommodation will be-

required in the way of operating theatres, but this cannot.
be undertaken until funds are forthcoming.
April 13th.

WALES AND WESTERN COUNTIES NOTES.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Medical Inspection of School Children in Cardiganshire.
ONE of your local correspondents referred last week to-

this subject briefly. The position is as follows. At
the last census the population of Cardiganshire was

60,237 and since the previous census there had been a.

decrease of about 2500 persons. The area of the county is
440,630 acres, or about that of Worcestershire where the-
population is approaching 500,000. There are thus diffi-
culties attending the medical examination of school children
in Cardiganshire which are not so pronounced in more

densely populated English counties, and in order to find
some way of overcoming them a conference of representatives
of the county education committee, the sanitary authorities,
and medical officers of health was recently held in Lampeter.
Two proposals were considered. One that a medical officer
should be appointed for the whole county and that his duties
should be confined to the medical irspection of the
school children, and another tbat the inspection should be
carried out by the medical officers of health in their re-
spective districts. It appeared to be considered by a
majority of those present that the difficulty of getting from

one part of the county to another was an insuperable objec-tion to the appointment of only one official and ultimately
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it was decided to recommend the education committee to
arrange for the inspections to be carried out by the medical
officers of health. It does not seem to have been considered
necessary to provide for any general supervision or control
of the inspections. This is to be regretted and it will be a
great mistake if any attempt is made to collate the reports
of the inspecting medical officers in the offices of the com-
mittee by an official who is not a medical man and who
would not therefore be able to appreciate the importance of
the results that it is anticipated will be obtained by the
systematic inspections which it is proposed to make.

Special Accommodation for Convalescent Lunatics.
The chairman of the committee of visitors of the Three

Counties Asylum for Carmarthenshire, Cardiganshire, and
Pembrokeshire recently proposed to the committee that

arrangements should be made for the treatment in a separate
building of those patients who it might be expected would
within a reasonable period be restored to health. He

expressed the opinion that it was especially depressing for
this class of patient to be constantly associated with those
whose condition was hopelessly incurable. In order to give
practical effect to his proposal he suggested that a new house
should be built for the medical superintendent whose present
residence might then be utilised for the convalescent lunatics.

Flogging Sentences at Glamorgan Assizes.
The large number of robberies with more or less violence

which have occurred in the streets of Cardiff has been a
matter of concern for some time not only to those whose
business it is to keep down crime but also to those residents
who have been obliged to traverse certain parts of the

borough in the neighbourhood of the docks and in the
centre of the town. During the past year there have
been no fewer than 27 persons committed for trial for the
offence referred to. It is satisfactory, therefore, to find
that at the assizes held at Cardiff Mr. Justice A. T.
Lawrence has shown his determination adequately to
punish those who are convicted before him of such
a crime by sentencing them not only to terms of

imprisonment but to receive in addition a flogging with
the cat. In sentencing one prisoner who had been
found guilty of brutally assaulting and robbing a haulier
his lordship said: "It is a very serious offence and one I
should not be doing my duty if I did not attempt to repress
as far as lies in my power. I know there are some humani-
tarian people who object to the use of the lash, but when we
have to do with persons of your class I do not think there is
any other way of teaching you and of convincing you that it
is a game that is not worth the candle. You must know that
if you come to this court for committing a robbery with
violence you will assuredly suffer not only imprisonment,
about which you do not appear to care very much, but also
by your person receiving chastisement."
April 13th.

SCOTLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

A Suggetted Colony for Sane Epileptics in Scotland.
AT a recent meeting of the adjustment committee of the

parish councils of Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Govan, a remit
was submitted from Edinburgh parish council in favour of
the establishment by joint action of the three parishes and
of other large parishes in Scotland of a colony for the treat-
ment of sane epileptics. From the returns it is seen that at
Jan. 1st, 1900, there were in Scotland 443 chargeable sane
epileptics, and returns from the three parishes for 1905 showed
that the number chargeable in Edinburgh was 29, in Glasgow
74, and in Govan 46, making a total of 149. Out of this total
15 from Edinburgh, 34 from Glasgow, and 20 from Govan
were recommended as suitable for the proposed colony. It
was decided by the committee that the figures relating to the
three parishes did not justify any urgent necessity for the
establishment of a joint colony, and also that in view of the
Royal Commission on the Poor-law and the Feeble-minded
further consideration should be deferred.

The TVater-supply of Aberdeen: : Important Report.
There have just been issued to the members of the Aber-

deen town council copies of the report prepared by Professor
D. J. Hamilton and Professor Matthew Hay embodying the
results of their examinations of the water-supply of the city.

) The report shows that chemical and bacteriological examina-
L tion of the water-supply was carried out weekly for a period
L of 14 months, commencing with November, 1906. The water,
l as was already well known, was found to contain a remark-
L ably small proportion of saline matter and is in that respect

much above the usual standard of water-supplies. During
the first three months of 1907 there was a somewhat
curious increase of chlorides to nearly double their usual

! amount. This was apparently not due to sewage pollution,
however, for a sample of water from the Dee above Braemar
gave also an increase of chlorides. The amount of "free
ammonia " and of " albuminoid ammonia, " was usually
within the limits for a potable river water, but on some
occasions the limit for albuminoid ammonia was exceeded.
As regards the bacteriological examination the results were

, 

more decisive, especially in reference to the bacillus coli.
The number of germs or germ colonies growing at 200 C.
varied from 90 to 2770 in one cubic centimetre of the water,
but both these figures were exceptional, the usual range
being from about 200 to 700. The maximum limit for
a good river water is usually stated at 500. The
number of germs growing at the temperature of the
human body varied from 2 to 58, but was seldom
above 20. The maximum limit for a good river water is put
at 50. The bacillus coli was on many occasions detected in
as little as one cubic centimetre of the water, whereas a
really first-class water should not give evidence of the
bacillus coli in the centrifugal residue of 100 cubic centi-
metres of water. Much of this pollution is probably due to
surface drainage from grazing lands occupied by cattle or
sheep and to cultivated land that has been recently manured,
but part is almost certainly due to domestic sewage. Pro-
fessor Hamilton and Professor Hay conclude their report as
follows. 11 in view, therefore, of the results of our examina-
tion of the water-supply and of our knowledge of the imprac-
ticability of adequately protecting the river against domestic
pollution, we have no hesitation in expressing the opinion
that the water-supply of the city in its present condition is
dangerous, and that steps should be taken either to filter the
water or to obtain a supply from a source not open to domestic
pollution. Filtration of the present supply is, in any case,
advisable in order to remove the turbidity which is so

frequently observed after wet weather."
April 13th. 

-

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Royal College of S’urgeons in Ireland : ELection of
Examiners.

A MEETING will be held on Tuesday, May 5th, at 4.30 P.M.,
to elect examiners. Graduates of any University which may
be from time to time recognised by the College will be

eligible for election as examiners in the subjects of general
education. All the other examiners will be Fellows or
Licentiates of the College or professors or lecturers in any
school of medicine recognised by the College. Candidates
are requested to lodge their applications in writing with the
registrar, at the College, on or before Tuesday, April 28th,
at 10 A.M.

.Dublin Abattoir and Slaughter- houses.
The claims of the Dublin abattoir on popular favour are

about to be tested sharply. The expenditure on that in-
stitution is said to increase, while the income is surely
decreasing, and so I the concern is farther off than ever from
paying its expenses." So says the report of the estates and
finance committee of the corporation of Dublin for the year
ending March 31st, 1908. Three causes have been assigned by
the superintendent, each of which is of high interest to the
public from both the sanitary and the financial point of view.
1. The tolls from the army authorities have dropped from
50s. weekly to 10s. The contractor was bound to kill there
all the animals of which the meat was supplied to the army ;
the change made in the contracts results in the supply of
tinned meat in the proportion indicated by the above-
mentioned decrease of tolls. 2. The second, "perhaps the
most important, cause, and one which is remediable, it

appears, is the system adopted by a large number of owners
of private slaughter-houses of subletting their premises
either at a weekly rent or at so much per head of cattle
slaughtered. This system, which is largely on the increase,
has a very serious effect on the earnings of the abattoir." A


